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SERVING CLEOBURY COUNTRY                                           NOVEMBER 2023 

RAINBOW CARE HAS 
ANOTHER GREAT 

RESULT
R a i n b o w C a n c e r C a r e 
Foundat ion i s a group of 
Cleobury Golf Club members 
and friends who combine talent 
with plain old fashioned hard 
work raising money for local 
cancer care charities. Led by John 
Gaskell, they seem to have a 
magic touch that brings in lots of 
competitors at their events. In 
2023 they raised no less than 
£30,000, which was handed out to 
local charities to help their work.
   That result means that the total 
raised so far in the short but busy 
life of Rainbow they’ve raised 
close to £200,000. Congratulations 
and thanks to them.

REMEMBRANCE 
SUNDAY

I t ’ s t h e g re a t e s t n a t i o n a l 
expression of loss and respect for 
all who have fought in defence of 
this country and our precious 
belief in freedom. The local 
branch of the Royal British 

Legion will hold a brief ceremony 
at the War Memorial on Saturday 
the 11th, as that is the day that 
marked the end of hostilities in 
1918. That enormous conflict left 
its mark across Europe.
   Sunday the 12th is the day that 
is always a witness to memories 
of family members and distant 
friends lost in the futility of a 
conflict that should not have been  
seEn as necessary by anyone 
except the extremists. We should 
spend the time at the town centre 
service of remembrance with an 
awareness that war produces no 
victors, only those glad to survive 
and those whose loss is mourned. 
If the day does nothing else, it 
should remind us that such 
conflict brings loss to all.

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

On Page 60 inside this edition is a 
report that has real significance 
for this community. It tells that 
the Plan submitted to Shropshire 
Council has been examined in 
detail and accepted as a proper 
programme for the future 

development of this area and the 
services that will serve those of 
us lucky enough to live in such a 
beautiful landscape. A lot of time 
has been given to this work by 
people who will gain nothing of 
monetary worth, but do want to 
see Cleobury Mortimer and its 
rural outskirts serve those who 
will live here in the future.
   We will all have a vote in the 
matter of acceptance and there 
w i l l b e m u c h d e b a t e a n d 
argument before the time comes 
to put your cross on whatever 
voting may be used. The message 
that will be repeated, whatever 
your personal view, is that as 
many people as possible should 
vote on the future for ourselves 
and our children. You’ll be asked 
this many times in the coming 
month, but it has to be said that 
we all should be concerned for 
our future and use this chance to 
express our opinions on the 
matter. Not voting is not caring 
or thinking about the world our 
families will live in.

Electrical installations from domestic to 
commercial and industrial no job to big or small.  

Over 16 years experience.  
Local family run business.  

Contact: Phone 07872498829  
               Email lee.leapelectrical@gmail.com 
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Victoria Allen 
Funeral Services 

 
 

An Independent Family Business offering a  
Personal and Professional Service  

 
Over 25 years’ Experience 

 
Competitively Priced 

 
Private Chapel of Rest 

 
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

 
Covering All Areas 

 
Home Visits Available 

 
 

01584 879035 
24 Hour Service 

 
 
 

8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1ND 
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk 

Email: vafs@btinternet.com 
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THE CLEOBURY CLARION, NOVEMBER 2023

A  love story with a very special 
bridesmaid!
See Page 21.

The Applefest at the Town In   
The Orchard.
See Page 37.

And who’s this raising dust 
about 50 years ago?

See Page 48.
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Michael Coombes
Roofing & Building Maintenance.

Complete Re roofing, Roof repairs, Poin ng & Chimney repairs.
Slabbing & Brick work

Wall & Floor Tiling
Pain ng & Decora ng

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area.

Call Michael on 07854 047413

PestArrest Pest Control
For all your local pest control requirements,
all domestic and commercial pests covered

RSPH level 2 qualified
fully insured

Telephone Jon Staples on:
07894 739464

Email: pestarrest.pestcontrol@outlook.com
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Clarion Clippings -  The Local News

THE MICHAELMAS CONCERT
   What a fine idea this was, Francis Engleheart’s

according to local sources, designed to remind us 
of the depth of talent this community is home to. 
Funds raised went to Cleobury Compassionate 
Communities and something of the order of 100
tickets were sold. Pete Blackburn hosted the 
evening with a brief outline of Saint Mary’s 
church’s history dating back to pre Norman times 
and still a place of worship.
  Erika Madi Jones opened the evening with work 
from Wagner’s ‘Tanhauser” accompanied by 
Geoff Weaver, her magnificent voice filling the 
vaults of the church, then falling to a soft near-
whisper when still every syllable could be clearly
heard. A wonderful blend of vocal quality and 
clear diction.
   Then came a miscellany of poetry and song, 
from Celia and Ewan Gibb, a much talented pair 
with Francis Engleheart accompanying before 
men in the cast helped Hannah Coleman wheel 
her harp to centre stage and the solo performance 
of Purcell’s ‘Ground in F’. It was something of a 
revelation for many in the audience to hear the 
harpist not as an accompanist but as the sole 
performer and the applause reflected the effect on 
those for whom this was a new experience.
  The Ludford Duo, two professional cellists of 
note, presented Haydn’s Duet in D Hob:X.11 to 
again show an unusual blend of the instruments’ 
versatility when allowed to break away from the
orchestra. And to end the first half of the evening, 
Erika Madi Jones gave voice to works by Leah 
and Dvorak.
   Back on stage briefly Pete Blackburn, clearly a 
man who knows how to get a message across
with no time wasted, asked the audience to hold 
their applause back until Celia Gibb had reopened
the music feast with ‘O Quam Mirabilis’ and 
Hannah Coleman had followed with a solo
performance of Einaudi’s “I Giorni”, the two 
artists occupying opposite ends of the church. 
Huge applause greeted this novel presentation.
   The Gibb family joined with Francis Engleheart 
as accompanist to Celia singing works by Weill 
and Gershwin, with Ewan adding readings. The 
Ludford Duo then offered Aaron Minsky’s “Three 
American Cello Duets” with a gentle touch of 
western and blues rhythms. A complete break 

from what most would expect of cello players, but 
beautifully done.
   Paul Engleheart then read ‘The Feast of 
Michaelmas’, a poetic work written for the 
occasion by David Walford. The editor has a 
growing fondness for poetry and David Walford’s 
work in particular, but this reading was quite 
masterly, the best reading of poetic work since
drama teacher Arthur Short read Dylan Thomas’s 
“Do not go gentle into that dark night” at my 
wife’s funeral.  Superb.
   Erika Jones ended the evening with Puccini’s “O 
mio bambino caro” and many people stayed 
seated, still hearing  the echoes of a very special 
occasion. The audience left on a gentle autumn 
evening that seemed to continue the feeling of 
warmth the event generated. This deserves to
become a regular feature in the social calendar.
Jim Reynolds
Published with David Walford’s consent, the work he 

wrote for the occasion:
Golden rays of  sunlight
Filtered through the leafy canopies,
…Shadows danced.

The harvest is in, new trees planted.
Goddess of  corn captured in corn dollies,
… Awaiting spring.

Blackberries gathered turned to jam.
Spit in the eye of  the Devil.

Before the feast a crowd gathered round,
Dancing singing, dancing singing
To the fast-paced beating of  a drum,
Sounding like a beating heart.

Faster, faster round and round
Dancing singing, dancing singing
To the fast-paced beating of  a drum,
Until exhausted, all fell to ground.

A feast awaited, laid out in full splendour.
Fit for the Arch Angels
… Michael, Gabriel and Raphael.

Church bells ring nine times, nine times.
All sing in harmony with the nightingale,
Angelic voices fill the air.

The crowd slowly, slowly drifts away,
Fading into the rising mist.

Then the only sound that can be heard
Is the owl’s soft deep hooting afterwards.
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

CLOWS TOP GARDENING CLUB
Our November 22nd meeting is the AGM and 
Social Evening. The business part will not detain 
us long; then we will be enjoying the supper 
provided by our generous members.
   This will be our last get together of the year, it 
will be 2024 when we meet up again.  
   Looking back over the meetings this year, we 
have enjoyed some wonderful talks by 
amazingly knowledgeable speakers. We are so 
lucky to have access to such a depth of 
experience, so entertainingly delivered. Just a 
pity that there are not more people present to 
enjoy them. We would be thrilled to be signing 
up some new members in January. Do come and 
give us a try, it's only £10 a year with £2 on the 
night to cover the cost of the refreshments.
“Until November, May The Weather Be With You”. 
(As said by Peter Gibbs on Gardeners Question 
Time) Judith Lawson.

COMING THIS MONTH TO 
FARLOW AND ORETON VILLAGE 

HALL
Renowned theatre company Pentabus will be 
co-operat ing with Thickskin to br ing 
‘Driftwood’, a new play by Tim Foley, to 
Shropshire on November 17th. It will be at the 
Farlow and Oreton Village Hall, starting at 7.30.
   The work is about two brothers whose dad is 
dying and they’re not sure what to do for him. If  
you want find out what happens after much 
agonising and dispute, tickets cost £12 or for 
Under 25s it’s free. Call 01746 718642 or 
www.artsalive.co.uk

THE BREAKFAST CLUB
Mycorrhizal Network – the title of October’s 
talk– was perhaps an unfamiliar term for the 
non-scientists amongst us but Kit Smith, the 
speaker, soon enlightened us. He explained that 
there exists below ground, a complex and huge 
network of tiny fungi threads which far from 
being harmful to trees and eighty-five per cent 
of plants, is absolutely crucial for their survival. 
There is a miraculous, continuous cycle of 
symbiosis between plant life and fungi without 
which trees and the majority of plants would not 
exist. Indeed neither would we! 

Little is known about myccorrhizal networks 

and very few photos of this underground 
phenomenon exist but fortunately awareness 
has been aroused and in recent years, research 
has started to be carried out. To this end, a 
worldwide consortium of academics has been 
established – the Society for the Preservation of 
Underground Networks or SPUN for short– and 
is conducting on-going research into this little 

known phenomenon. 

   New builds, road construction, pollution 
wash-off from roads are all affecting essential 
fungi but all is not lost. We can do our bit! Be 
aware and maybe consider adding a pinch of 
mycorrhizal fungi ‘rootwise’ when planting out. 
And don’t try to get rid of any ‘fairy ring’ on 
your lawn!
Diane Waddington
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CLEOBURY GARDENERS
“Why Apples are Interesting”.   This is the title of 
the presentation by Wade Muggleton, which we 
hosted on 11 September. It certainly was 
interest ing; also very entertaining and 
informative. We were given original history;   
which apples to choose to plant and why;  advice 
on pruning;  details of the various classifications, 
and anecdotes to further explain the derivation of 
names of apples we know today and how they 
appeared in today’s fruit bowl.
   The oldest record of the sweet apple dates from 
2300-2400 years ago in China. The seeds (pips) 
travelled out on the Silk Roads, eventually 
arriving in Rome and wider Europe and the 
Mediterrean.   However, when these trade routes 
became irrelevant due to changing boundaries, 
countries and allegiances, the  history of the apple 
becomes fragmented:  the libraries and written 
histories and breeding records of not only the 
type of apple produced,  but also the 
development of root stock for grafting;  all this 
wonderful information having been destroyed in 
wars and civil unrest.
   Apples, whilst they have seeds, do not grow 
true, having a genetic mix of the host apple and 
the grafted root stock.   There is a whole science 
attached to mapping the DNA of root stocks to 
define height of the fully grown tree and type of 
apple produced, together with matching for 
suitability to host apple genes. There is  an 
existing gene pool identification system which 
enables growers like Wade to identify particular 
orchard finds, and this gene pool is further 
enhanced every time unidentified trees are 
introduced for investigation. The existence of this 
increasing fund of knowledge is also filling in 
some of the missing histories of the spread of the 
fruit.
   Wade had a display of about sixty different 
apples, and proceeded to entertain us with how 
some of the apples had gained their names.   Did 
you know that Dr Bramley did not plant the 
original famous and ancient Bramley Apple Tree;  
that there was a Granny Smith;  that the Lord 
Lambourn apple and the Duke of Devonshire 
apple were probably bred by their gardeners, and 
the Golden Russet is probably a true English 
cultivar.   (There is a Leathercoat Russet, but I 
personally think all russets are leathercoated!).
Linda Ashman 

THE READING GROUP
A mostly enthusiastic response for this months 
book, not 100% but this is not expected. Set in 
London in the 1980s 'My Name is Leon' is an 
interesting, emotional story of a nine year old boy 
who goes to live with Maureen, a foster mother, 
when his mother can no longer cope.  His brother 
Jake, still a baby, is quickly adopted as he is white 
and Leon is not. A story of loss and survival 
despite adverse conditions. Leon narrates his 
experiences as he tries to make sense of a 
complicated  world which doesn't seem to hear 
him. Heart breaking and uplifting, this debut 
novel by Kit de Waal is based on her knowledge 
of the system. She serves as a magistrate on 
adoption panels and was a foster child herself. 
We liked the connection of gardening helping 
with life. There was much discussion about 
current fostering and adoption, how it has 
changed for the better but probably still needs 
working on. Various opinions about the ending 
but a well written, clever book. A good read. Next 
book is quite a change, 'Brave New World' by 
Aldous Huxley, written in 1932. We meet on 
November 20th at the library for our chat.
Deana Kimber 271754

SIMON EVANS’ LIFE AND WORK
On Friday November 10th  Dr Mark Baldwin will give 
an illustrated talk on the life of the man probably 
Cleobury Mortimer's best known inhabitant. In an 
eventful life, he was a soldier, postman, author and a 
broadcaster enthralling audiences with his accounts of 
life in rural Shropshire in the 1930s. He was advised to 
move to a rural area where the cleaner air would help 
his lungs, damaged by gas in the trenches during 
WW1. The 'Simon Evans Way' is named after him as it 
is based on the route he followed during his time as a 
local postman, covering over 20 miles every day in all 
weathers.Those of you who have recently moved to 
Cleobury may not be familiar with his story and this is 
an opportunity to learn more. His lungs eventually 
failed and he died in hospital in Birmingham in 1940, 
the day before his 45th birthday, his ashes being 
scattered on Abdon Burf. 

   The event takes place in St Mary's Church at 7.30 pm 
and tickets cost £8.00, which includes light 
refreshments. They are available from Spire 
Hairdressers, Cleobury Pharmacy, Cleobury Library, 
Diane Waddington 01299 272820, Angela Drennan 
01299 270636 or Friends Committee members.                              

Steve Todd.
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MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE    
A thorough nail and foot care     

treatment in the comfort of your own 
home. Registered and Insured 

practitioner.   

 Karen  F H Di,  RFH  
07378 122788

FROM A LONG ESTABLISHED 
READER

Una Widdett was a great friend of the Clarion 
when she lived here and she stays in touch. She 
writes:
  I read the Cleobury Clarion with great interest 
every month and find all the articles very 
interesting but I was especially impressed with 
Lisa Baldwin’s “Letter from America “ about 
isolation . 
I am keeping that copy for further interest.
Una . 

THE MICHAELMAS CONCERT
Co-Co would like to thank everyone who came to 
the Michaelmas Concert in St Mary’s Church on 
September 29th.  It was a wonderful evening, with 
superb local talent and deservedly well-attended. 
Thanks to you we raised £2,055.91, which will go 
towards ensuring that Co-Co can continue to 
support local people via befriending, facilitating 
care needs, sponsoring specific amenities and the 
Good Grief Café.                        Giulia Johnson

MELVILLE CHAPEL DATES
Ruth Downes writes to tell us that there will be a 
Soup Lunch at the Chapel on November 8th
between 12.30 and 2.00.
  And here’s advanced notices of a further Lunch 
on December 13th and a Living Nativity on 
December 18th. More details on these events next 
month.

FLICKS IN THE STICKS – 
NOVEMBER 18th

On Saturday 18 November, at 7.00 for 7.30, we will 
be showing Juniper, a film starring Charlotte 
Rampling at her best. Seventeen-year-old Sam 
lives with his father on a farm in New Zealand. 
After the recent death of his mother, Sam is in a 
deep crisis and is at high risk of suicide. One day 

his alcoholic grandmother Ruth from England 
moves in with them. She is a rowdy but equally 
courageous and eccentric old lady who is confined 
to a wheelchair due to a broken leg. After initial 
arguments, an extraordinary friendship develops 
between Ruth and her grandson. This enables Sam 
to embrace life again and Ruth to face her 
mortality.  Tickets £5 at the door.  Bar, tea, coffee 
and cake.          Robert Hodge

——————————————————-

CLEOBURY FOLK – NOVEMBER 25th
Ben Robertson is a talented young fingerstyle 

guitarist and singer who has performed at Beardy 
Folk, here in Hopton Wafers, and at Folk on the 
Farm, Bromyard, Chester and Warwick festivals, 
as well as appearing regularly in venues around 
the country.  Comments from music pundits 
describe him as a “remarkable, remarkable guitar 
player”, “fine guitarist and singer“, a “prodigious 
young britfolk guitarist” whose playing is 
“absolutely sublime” with “crystalline execution 
of a wide ranging tune-canon”. He performs 
instrumentals and songs from across the Celtic 
and European folk traditions.
   The Parish Hall offers a unique opportunity to 

hear Ben perform, with a two course meal and a 
bar throughout the evening, on November 25th at 
7.00 for 7.30pm.  Tickets are £15 and are available 
online at www.cleoburyparishhall.uk or by calling 
Gabby on 01299 271713.  Please come along and 
support us – you are promised a highly 
entertaining and enjoyable evening.  (For more 
information see the parish hall website, or go to 
www.benrobertsonmusic.co.uk).   Robert Hodge

——————————————
SILLY BIT 

Q: What flies and wobbles” 
A: A jellycopter 
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Unit 1, Hillocks Farm,
Cleobury Mor mer, DY14 0EB.

Email: mikeytwonames@icloud.com
Tel: 01299 213558 
Mobile: 07513 821616 

IRENA S FOOT CLINIC

º Nail trimming

º Ingrowing toenail treatment

º Fungal infection treatment

º Nail reconstruction

º Callus reduction

º Corn removal

º Athletes Foot treatment

º Verruca and wart treatment


OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE AS A QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONER 

PROFESSIONAL TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME OR MY SURGERY

	 	 CONTACT IRENA ON 01299 270212 and 07789070629 
1 FURLONGS ROAD, CLEOBURY MORTIMER DY14 8AR 
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SAINT JOHN’S, DODDINGTON
After the excitement of last month’s delightful 
wedding (elsewhere in the Clarion) and our 
Musical Afternoon Tea, we are looking forward 
to two special moments. First is our Act of 
Remembrance on November 12th when the 
poppies that have been knitted or crocheted and 
sewn into panels will be blessed. Look out for 
them as they appear leading up to the time of 
Remembrance. Then we’ll be preparing for our 
popular Christmas Fair to be held on November 
25th in the Village Hall at 2.30pm. Cards, gifts 
and toys, plants and food, a raffle and games, 
and of course refreshments served. Meanwhile 
the Beacon on the Hill project is not forgotten - 
we continue to prepare and will give updates 
when we can. To find out more about any of the 
above, or support us in any way, visit our 
website achurchnearyou.com/church/10505/, 
follow us on Facebook (@stjohnsdoddington), or 
contact us: stjohnsdoddington@gmail.com 
01584 318036                                            Celia Gibb

CLEE HILL WILDLIFE GROUP
The Group covers 80 square kilometres, which 
have been surveyed since 2012. 33 people 
helped with this year’s survey
   Curlew results were the most encouraging for 
some years: 7 – 8 pairs found in the original 
area, one more than last year. Three nests were 
found, one a relay by the same pair, but 
although all three of those nests were predated, 
a chick fledged from each of two other nests, 
one on Magpie Hill and one near Coreley. This 
is great news, the first fledged young for some 
years!!! A distribution map can be found on our 
website. 

   If you know of any breeding sites for any of 
these species, please tell us about them. Don’t 
assume we already know about them. In 
particular, does anyone know if there were 
definitely two pairs of Curlew at Hollywaste, 
and did anyone see any Curlew chicks or 
fledged young?
  In 2024, we need to keep monitoring these 
species, particularly Curlew and Kestrel, and 
new helpers are wanted, please.
A full report of the 2023 results will be prepared 
and distributed early next year to everyone who 
helped. If you have any information about 
breeding sites in 2023, want to help or be kept 
informed about what we are doing, contact 
Chr is Bargman (01299 270514 , emai l : 
chcwg@shropscwgs.org.uk).
Also, check our website 
www.ShropsCWGs.org.uk for details of future 
activities. Leo Smith

CHRISTMAS FAIR
On November 25th, 11.00 ‘til 2.00pm there 
will be a Christmas Fair in aid of Severn 
Hospice at Broome Park Farm, Catherton 
Road, DY14 0LB. Everyone welcome, we 
have plenty of parking. Charity Christmas 
cards, Craft Stall, Cake Stall, Chocolate 
Tombola, Raffle and Refreshments.
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TLC Care at Home are a well-established family run, Home Care 
Provider who have built up an excellent reputation within our 
local communities

We have recently been rated as  OUTSTANDING  by CQC and this 
puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% of providers in England

Our dedicated Care Team are here to help support you with 24/7 care 
provision should it be required. At TLC Care At Home, we are dedicated 
to supporting people with wide range of needs, including Dementia, 
Acquired Brain Injury, Physical Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, 
Sensory Impairments and supporting our aging population.

support from young adults to very mature people. TLC Care at Home 
are here to help anyone who requires care and support to enable them 
to remain living at home for as long as it is safe to do so.

 Domiciliary Care
 Palliative care
 Personal care
 24 hour care
 Companionship
 Dementia Care
 Overnight Care
 Elderly Care

 Care for young adults
 Supporting younger people
 Domestic services: 
cleaning, cooking, washing 
and shopping

 Collections of pensions or 
prescriptions

 Trips out and about

Please contact us now for more information 01299 272 897 
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com

R O Y A L
F O U N T A I N  I N N

13 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8BS

Serving food 12-3 Tuesday - Sunday and 6-9 Tuesday - Saturday
Cake and coffee deals from 3-6pm everyday 
Fantastic range of food and drinks with deals every weekend
Large, heated marquee and biggest beer garden in town
Live music every month 
We can cater for all occasions and parties of all sizes

01299 272720 
info@theroyalfountaininn.co.uk
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WOOD WORDS FOR BOWLS FOLK
Well done Mortimer Team and congratulations on 
gaining promotion to the Highley league for the 
2024 season. A convincing home victory over 
visiting Squirrel in the last match of the season 
saw the team gain a 7-1 result to clinch promotion. 
In addition, team member Lauren Burnside came 
out top of division 2 aggregates, playing 19, won 
16, lost 3. Great performance Lauren, well done!
   Also, in the Highley league Mortimer reached 
the final of the Presidents cup held at Bridgnorth, 
and with a handicap of 60, came in second to 
Islanders A, shots scored 152 to 172.
  To close the season, Club President’s Day took 
place on September 24th when Presidents team 
came out winners against the Captains with a 
margin of 42 shots. Highest scoring pair was Dian 
Green and Andy Pain with 29 shots. The event also 
raised £200 donated to Midlands Air Ambulance.
  At Lacon Childe School the indoor bowling 
sessions have been popular and well supported, 
thanks to Jo and Leslie Burnside for organising. A 
sad note to remember, longstanding club member 
Les Woodhouse passed away in September. 
Sympathetic thoughts go to the family.
   With winter almost upon us, its good to be able 
to remember the enjoyable days that we have had 
on the green this season and to look forward to 
April 2024 for the restart. Meanwhile, the club 
AGM is at 7.00 on Monday November 27th, in the 
clubhouse.
  All season results are on the club website 
cleoburybowls.org.uk
   Yours in bowls.                  Smiffy (07494 016137)

CHRISTMAS ONE POT LUNCH
Neen Savage W.I. are having an intriguingly titled 
`One Pot Lunch’ in aid of the Nineveh Ridge Care 
Farm. It’s on December 14th, 12.00 noon to 2.00 in 
the Market Hall, when you can enjoy a bowl of 
beef or vegetable stew with crusty bread followed 
by a seasonal pudding, all for a modest fiver. 
Sounds like jolly good value.

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB
Ed Humphries entertained members on October 
18th with a talk on composition. To the relief of the 
less experienced he explained that there are no 
rules to follow, just a matter of developing one’s 
own knowledge and experience.

   He then illustrated a range of disciplines, from 
the Rule of Thirds (divide vertically and 
horizontally) through the mysterious Golden Ratio 
(1:1685 and calculations beyond the editor’s grasp) 
through Lead Lines to Colour with Texture and 
Symmetry with Balance. Clearly a subject for the 
more able, with a noted professional work passed 
around for outstanding examples. 
   A less serious session of Show and Tell made the 
evening complete. Club chairman Paul Serrell-
Cooke later explained that membership is steady 
at 20, the number that can be readily serviced by 
volunteers with much else to to. There is a waiting 
list of those wanting to join, which is a measure of 
success.

NEARLY NEW CLOTHES SALE
There will be a Nearly-New Clothes Sale at 
Cleeton St. Mary village hall on Saturday morning, 
2nd December, from 10.30 - 1pm. A group of 
parishioners from the area are helping to raise 
funds for Cleeton Church Roof Repairs and can 
offer a shopping session with coffee morning with 
a raffle and good company.
   There will be a sale of good quality used clothes 
and bric-a-brac as well as tea/coffee and cake to 
help you relax while shopping.  All proceeds from 
the sale will go towards the church roof fund and 
any left over items will be donated to the Severn 
Hospice shop in Cleobury, thus helping two 
charities in one go.

  We are asking people who may be able to donate 
unwanted items to contact us and we will arrange 

collection during the week before the sale.  If you 
have good quality items looking for a new home, 
and want to help good causes,  please ring or text:-
Julie on 07469 930 027 or Clare on 07980 592 314
and we will ring you back the week before the sale 
to arrange pick up.  Many thanks.
Clare Caldicott

HEATHER MORRISS
Members of the Friendship Club and the Bridge 
Club will be sad to hear of the death, after 
protracted illness, of Heather Morriss, late of Larks 
Rise. She leaves her husband Alexander, a 
daughter, son and four grandchildren.

   A non-religious service will take place on 
Tuesday 7 th November a t Wyre Fores t 
Crematorium at 2.30 pm.

Clarion Clippings. -  The Local News
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Scan code to visit
our website

           If you would to talk about the market and its affecting you
           property value or about an impending move, please do n
           hesitate to contact us for a chat.

he October market has had mixed results for home movers with the expected wave of new propertie
oming to the market but sales agreed have not reached the same levels. According to Rightmove, th
umber of sales are 17% lower than this time last year, highlighting the struggles for sellers to secure 
uyer in a tougher market. Rightmove also reported in their latest update that in the West Midlands, th
verage amount of days for a property to sell is now up to 59 days – again longer than previous month
nd last year.

n more positive news, the average fixed rate mortgage has decreased for the 11th consecutive week
t the time of writing which will help buyers with affordability concerns that have troubled the market
cross 2023. With higher levels of properties available, as mentioned last month, giving buyers

ncreased choice, it has increased the importance of pricing correctly when going to market and
btaining immediate buyer interest with stats revealing that if a property receives its first buyer enquiry
n the first day of marketing rather than after two weeks, then data shows that it is 60% more likely to
nd a buyer.
his further highlights the need to work with closely with your estate agent to give you honest and
ccurate advice on the market to achieve a timely move.

If you would to talk about the market and how its
affecting your property value or about an impending
move, please do not hesitate to contact us for a cha
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Whether you’re looking for dental implants to replace missing teeth, invisible braces for a straighter smile, boosting 

free access to our dentists’ surgeries
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CLEOBURY CONCERT BRASS
The band will be competing at the Wychavon 
Festival of Brass, Entertainment Contest in 
Evesham on November 4th. Our theme is 
‘LIGHT’ and we have a programme of five pieces 
to win the judges over !
   We will lead the annual Remembrance Parade 
in Cleobury on Sunday 12th November 
  We have already started advertising our 
Christmas Concert which will take place in the 
Parish Hall on Sunday 17th December at 7.30pm, 
always an entertaining concert, this year 
including guest vocalists . Tickets £10 per person 
U16 £5, available at The Wash House mid 
November, or online via Ticket Source or from 
any band member
  New players are always welcome, so please 
come along to our friendly practices on Tuesday 
evenings 7.30pm Parish Hall          Katie Griffiths

CLEOBURY W.I.
We welcomed April Boardman to our October 
meeting. April outlined the range of different 
therapies she offers at The Well Being in Tenbury, 
but the focus of the evening was the benefits of 
relaxation to our well-being. You could have 
heard a pin drop as April talked us through an 
activity using ‘guided imagery’, which was truly 
relaxing. 
 There were thirteen members (we’re not 
superstitious!) around the table for an afternoon 
get-together at The Royal Fountain. It was a very 
enjoyable afternoon of tea, coffee, cake and 
chatter. 
  Remembrance Sunday is on November 12th and 
members are invited to join the parade to church, 
meeting in the Talbot car park at 10.30am. 

  On November 14th we have an evening of card-
making with Iris Todd. This is for members only. 
Bringing a small pair of scissors will be useful, 
but other materials will be provided.
   Our first Winter Warmer Lunch takes place on 
Wednesday 15th November. Due to high demand  
this will be held in the Parish Hall rather than the 
Market Hall, so please note the change of venue! 
Anyone can join us from 12.00-2.00, when you 
can choose from several home-made soups and a 
range of delicious desserts, all for £5! Funds 
raised will support our current charity, Cleobury 
and District First Responders.
  December’s meeting is for members only as it is 
our Christmas party. Please remember this is on 
the first Tuesday in December (4th), rather than 
our usual second Tuesday. There will be a 
Christmas Jumper walk on 14th December, 
followed by the Advent Lunch run by Neen 
Savage WI. Timings to be confirmed.
  We now have a record number of members! 
Anyone else interested in becoming a part of our 
busy and thriving branch of WI should contact 
J u d y o n 0 1 2 9 9 2 7 0 9 8 3 o r e m a i l 
judysant10@gmail.com                 Val Sniadowski

FLOOD RISK SENSE
Susan Sharp sent an email out to local walkers 
about the flood risk that might grow in this area. 
As Shropshire Council would be stretched, she 
wanted to know who would be willing to help in 
clearing up on the footpath network. The Clarion 
read the message and asked if it should be 
publicised to a wider audience, but the response 
was that enough people had offered help and the 
situation looked controlled. Good news, but it 
was worth asking as we do provide help readily 
when asked.
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MIKE AND SHELLEY ROBERTS 
Haulage Contractors 

Supplier of Aggregate and Asphalt products 
12 Lacon Close, Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8EF

07860 669350       07966 045012 

Re rement Planning
Family & Business Protec on

Wealth Management
Investments & Savings

           Grainger Jones your local independent financial adviser
Grainger lives in Cleobury Mor mer giving the residents 

and surrounding areas a dependable financial planning service.

An ini al consulta on is available at no charge
To book an appointment or just have a chat, please contact Grainger below.

   tel: 07974 100089      email: grainger@meridenfp.co.uk           website: www.meridenfp.co.uk
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Ovens Filters Hobs
Grills BBQs Ranges
Extractors Microwaves AGAs

AS SEEN

O
N

 TV

BEFORE AFTER

What can a Nutritionist help with?What can a Nutritionist help with?
Digestive issues
Chronic Fatigue
Sleeping issues
Painful periods
Menopause
Migraine
Type 2 Diabetes

High Cholesterol
Skin Conditions
Children's Health
Anxiety/Depression
Vegan/vegetarian diets
Weight Management
plus many more

Visit www.eatyourselfbetter.co.uk to find out more or book a free mini consultation to see what I can do to help you. 07790521636
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A LOVE STORY. TWO WEDDINGS 
AND ONE VERY SPECIAL 

BRIDESMAID!
I met the love of my life Mark 37years ago. 
In 1991, we got married in a formal church 
service in my hometown of Neston. We had 
two beautiful boys, Joshua and Oliver. Then 
sadly in 2004, we lost our way and got 
divorced, but remained great friends and 
brought our boys up together.
   I’ve now been disabled for four years. I 
can’t walk or talk and Mark is my carer. In 
February  32yrs on, he proposed to me again 
and of course I said yes! We agreed we 
wanted a church wedding, at St John’s 
church in Doddington, to be married by 
family friend Reverend Kelvin Price. Our 
Josh would be Mark’s Best Man and Ollie 
would give me away. No invites would be 
sent out, and no ‘after do’ for fear of me 
risking another brain seizure.
   We met church warden Celia Gibb and her 
husband Ewan. They welcomed us into the 
church with open arms, along with the rest 
of their lovely regular congregation. Our 
second banns were read in Cleobury 
Church. After that, I received messages from 
friends asking for details of our Wedding 
Service. I decided I wanted to be surrounded 
by all my lovely local friends, at our 
beautiful Church. Without Mark knowing 
and with lots of help from great friends, we 
planned my dream wedding that Mark 
would never forget. It had to be full of love 
and laughter. I secretly agreed all of my 
ideas with Celia and our Reverend Kelvin.
   On September 28th, 32yrs to the day of our 
first wedding, my groom Mark turned up at 
our church, to see lots of cars parked 
outside, the pathway covered in ribbons and 
beautiful flowers in the church. He was 
greeted by my friends serving Bucks Fizz, 
then saw that the church was buzzing, with 
a full congregation! Then Pete played my 

first chosen song ‘You’re still the one’ by 
Shania Twain.
   Mark turned round to see I was wearing 
my original wedding dress, tiara and veil. 
Plus our two strong sons had lifted me out 
of my wheelchair, to hold me up and they 
walked me down the aisle. My dream come 
true!
   We undertook our vows, then Kelvin 
asked our boys for the wedding rings. They 
didn’t have them. The congregation then 
turned around to see my very special 
bridesmaid, prancing down the aisle, 
carrying our rings! Our miniature Shetland 
pony, Little Miss Daisy! Everyone loved that!
   While we went to the altar to sign the 
register, accompanied by Daisy, everyone 
joined in singing my favourite song by Neil 
Diamond – Sweet Caroline. The atmosphere 
in the church, throughout my dream 
w e d d i n g S e r v i c e , w a s b e y o n d m y 
expectations – full of love, fun and laughter. 
Our church collection raised £145 and my 
charity Newbridge Cat rescue raised £45.
Kathie Rowbotham

Wedding photo of the year? Kathie. Mark, Joshua 
and Oliver with bridesmaid.
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November in the Wyre Forest                                                        Linda Iles

During most of its history the Wyre Forest 
was home to a number of large mammals 
that we don’t see around anymore, 
including the ‘Three Bs’: bear, boar and 
beaver. I wouldn’t be comfortable sharing 
the forest with the first two, which had a 
liking for young lambs and could do 
humans serious damage as well, but 
beavers are herbivores, living on water 
plants, bark and leaves. Although they are 
well known for their ability to fell small 
trees and can grow to a metre long from 
nose to tail and weigh 30kg they have 
never posed a threat to people. In fact the 
reverse is true and they were hunted to 
extinction in Britain 500 years ago, mainly 
for their fur and a product from their scent 
glands but also for their meat.

  Beavers have extremely strong teeth and 
I’ve included a photo of an American 
beaver skull, cut away to show the extent 
of the long, curved incisors. These have an 
iron-rich outer enamel which gives them 
their orange colour and strength. The trees 
felled are divided up into smaller branches 
and carried to build dams, restricting water 

flow and creating deep pools. Lodges are 
made in the dams using mud as well as 
branches – a safe place for the beavers to 
live and breed. A side-effect of this 
behaviour is the beneficial impact on the 
landscape. An area inhabited by beavers 
will have watercourses, wet woodland, 
coppiced trees, glades and dead wood: a 
varied jigsaw of habitats for a whole range 
of species struggling to survive in our 
somewhat sterile countryside.  
  Small numbers of beavers (and we’re 
talking about the Eurasian Beaver, Castor 
fiber, here) now live in several locations in 
Britain: some as a result of carefully 
monitored reintroductions, some of more 
mysterious origin. I’ve visited Knapdale in 
Mid-Argyll and been amazed at the pencil-
shaped tree stumps (surely produced by a 
chain saw?) and the beavers’ engineering 
work. It now seems likely that the Wyre 
Forest will join that list of release sites next 
year. An announcement by Forestry 
England and Natural England said, ‘Plans 
are in place to introduce two adult beavers 
into a fenced enclosure in Spring 2024. This 
enclosure will be approximately five 
hectares in size, and will be located along a 
tributary close to the Dowles Brook, to the 
north of the disused railway.’ 
  This development will enrich the largest 
woodland National Nature Reserve in 
England (now over 1455 hectares) and have 
direct benefit for those of us living nearby, 
as the beavers’ activity will slow the flow 
of water heading into Dowles Brook and 
the Severn in times of heavy rainfall, 
reducing the risk of flooding. And all 
without costing the Environment Agency a 
penny!

Linda Iles
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UPVC Fascias & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors & 

Conservatories
General Home Improvements

Free No Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience

Re roofing & general building 
work
Replacement Glass
Patio Jet Washing

Call on: 07807 759595 or 01584 890681 
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
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Philip Dunne

Letter from Westminster –  
ovember 2023 Remembrance

November a lways holds special 
significance for me, as both a former 
Defence Minister and now Commissioner 
for the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, put into sharper focus this 
year by the continuing war in Ukraine and 
the conflict between Israel and Hamas. 
   The history of Shropshire is intertwined 
with the sacrifices made by countless men 
and women who answered the call of duty 
during times of conflict. Armistice Day 
and Remembrance Sunday are marked 
across the county, as indeed across the 
country, as we come together to honour 
the fallen and reflect on the enduring 
importance of remembrance. These are 
perhaps felt all the more acutely as we see 
the different way in which war dead are 
treated in current conflicts. 
   Shropshire, like most parts of the UK, 

bears the scars of war. From the towns of 
Bridgnorth and Ludlow to the villages 
dotting the countryside, each corner of 
this county has a story to tell. The names 
of those who made the ultimate sacrifice 
are etched in the local war memorials, 
reminding us that freedom comes at a 
price.
   Interestingly, South Shropshire is home 

to the only Thankful Village in our county 
– the village of Harley, just outside Much 
Wenlock. Thankful Villages are those who 
lost no men during the First World War, of 
which there are only thought to be 53 in 
the entire country. The fact there are so 
few shows the scale of the human 
destruction wrought by the First World 
War.

  The impact of the First World War lives 
on in our national psyche. Our National 
Service of Remembrance takes place at the 
Cenotaph, erected as a temporary 
monument after the end of the War, only 
to be left in perpetuity due to its resonance 
with all those who had served and the 
wider public at the time.
   We also have the most visible reminder 

of the First World War in November - the 
red poppy adorning lapels and dresses, 
serving as a vivid reminder of the 
bloodshed and sacrifice of those who 
fought for our liberty. In Shropshire we 
have excellent volunteers who raise 
money for the Royal British Legion 
throughout their poppy appeal, and I 
encourage local residents to support them 
and wear their poppy with pride.
  I try to attend as many local services as I 

can to mark remembrance, this year 
attending four across the constituency. 
While I cannot make them all, it is a 
welcome sign of our commitment to the 
memory of the fallen that we still hold so 
many services and well supported 
parades in towns and villages across 
South Shropshire.
   As I mentioned in my last Letter from 

Westminster, the Commonwealth War 
G r a v e s C o m m i s s i o n w e b s i t e 
(www.cwgc.org) details locations of local 
grave sites, including names of those 
commemorated, for those who wish to 
pay their respects this month. We are 
always looking for volunteers to help 
maintain the more isolated graves, and the 
website gives details of how to volunteer 
to look after a grave near you, should you 
wish to get involved.
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Simon Morton In The Garden

Farewell to a Friend: The 
Beauty of a Natural Burial
Despite the billing, this month’s 

offering has absolutely nothing to do with 
gardening. It does, however, borrow very 
heavily from Mother Nature. 

I make no apologies for this - it’s been 
quite a month…

A couple of weeks ago, I found myself 
at the funeral of a friend. Beth was one of 
those people who effortlessly ticked all the 
boxes of life. She lit up a room, possessed a 
marvellous Welsh self-deprecating 
humour, sang from the top of her lungs at 
the drop of a hat and packed more 
adventures into her life than people twice 
her age. She also had an ability to easily 
drink you under the table, only to emerge 
bright as a button the next morning - a 
characteristic that was both impressive 
and mildly frustrating. Oh, and she 
brought untold joy to my friend, David, 
her husband. 

Beth was a remarkable woman.
She had a unique relationship with 

death. She stared down her tenacious and 
cruel cancer, treating it like it was an 
annoying neighbour who played loud 
music at all hours. To her, it was 
something you had to live with, but she 
was determined that it wasn't going to 
dominate her life or the life of her family. 
This attitude gave her the chance to 
meticulously plan her own funeral…and 
what a farewell it turned out to be. Beth’s 
was one of the most remarkable funerals 
I've ever attended (which is saying 
something - at my age, I'm starting to 
amass quite a collection of ‘In Memory Of’ 
Orders of Service).

One of the reasons it was so memorable 
was that it was my first natural burial. Beth 
was laid to rest in a non-religious setting - 

a peaceful field that overlooked the 
stunning Cotswold countryside. Gorgeous 
and bucolic doesn’t do it justice. 

The celebrant summed up the whole 
concept of natural burials perfectly in her 
introduction - Beth had not only chosen 
this place because she loved nature but 
also because it allowed those left behind to 
remember her in the most natural way 
possible. Her boys can bring a ball and 
play in the field, or pack a picnic and 
make a day of it. The instructions were 
clear - bring happy memories and create 
more while you’re there. 

Wow. Now that’s how you celebrate 
someone’s life.

There's a growing trend toward natural 
burials. There are over 300 of these special 
and remarkably friendly final resting 
places across the UK, each offering a more 
eco-conscious way to bid farewell to our 
loved ones. Have a Google to find out 
more - it’s definitely worth exploring. I 
found the stories incredibly moving and 
uplifting.

Despite the beautiful setting and 
positivity from everyone attending, Beth’s 
funeral, like all funerals, was tough going. 
Beth was special, and losing her was just 
plain unfair. Dragging her away from her 
devoted husband, beautiful boys, and 
family was nothing short of cruel. But the 
setting and celebration of nature, with all 
its good bits and cruel bits, its beauty and 
drizzly rain, seemed to be the perfect 
tribute. It was simple, respectful, and 
brimming with both laughter and tears.

Cheers, Beth - I’ll raise a glass (or two) 
to you. May your memory continue to 
blossom like the flowers in that peaceful 
field.

Simon Morton
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Stepping Out! Who’s Walking, When and Where.

ROCK PATHFINDERS
Thursday 02.11.23 starting at 10.00am

Church Lane Lay-By, Far Forest
Kidderminster, DY14 9TP

Thursday 16.11.23 starting at 10.00am
Stourport Kitchen & Farm Shop

Walshes Farm Dunley Road
Stourport, DY13 0AA

For further details and any other 
announcements or changes please visit 

website www.rockpathfinders.uk
—————————————————

THE FOOTPATH ASSOCIATION
The clocks were set back an hour on 
Sunday 29th October as British Summer 
Time came to an end for another year.  
The shorter days still give many 
opportunities for a country walk 
although a good book by the fire is often 
preferable on rainy days. 
   Last month the work party replaced a 
very rickety stile with a kissing gate on a 
path   between Bransley and Dudnill.  It 
is on the CMFA’s Walk 19, The Court 
Circular. More work on this route is 
planned for next year. Have a look at the 
before and after photos on the CMFA 
Facebook page. This is an interesting 
walk starting in Hopton Wafers. The 
circular route goes through Earls Ditton, 
Dudnill, Bransley before returning past 
Hopton Court.  The leaflet narrative 
points out several places of historical 
interest along the way.
   So far this year we have had an 
average of 18 people attending the twice 
monthly Walking for Health walks, 
which looking back is the same as last 
year. Where possible we try to pick a 
route away from the town footpaths. 

Pinkham, the stretch of the River Rea 
from Papermills to Walford Bridge, 
Workhouse Bank and the Caravan Park 
are areas that are popular but rather 
weather dependent.  Wednesday 
November 8th and 22nd are the two dates 
for this month. We meet at 10.00am 
outside St Mary’s Church and return for 
delicious refreshments in the Market 
Hall provided by CoCo. 
   The Country Walk on October 1st was 
based on Rea Valley Amble, CMFA walk 
18. We did go this way in April but you 
can never have too much of a good 
thing!  It was warm for the time of year, 
humid with little wind. The ground was 
already getting muddy in places but 
these were mostly avoided with a slight 
detour round bad patches.  Six CMFA 
members were joined by nine first 
timers (plus a dog).  Some visitors had 
t r a v e l l e d q u i t e a d i s t a n c e 
Kidderminster, Bewdley, Highley, 
Tenbury Wells and Church Stretton.  
Everyone said how much they had 
enjoyed the walk, thanked the leader 
and hopefully will be back.
  The full moon on November 27th is the 
Beaver Moon.  There are several theories 
about the origin of the name.  One is 
that it signals the time when the Native 
Americans used to set their beaver traps 
to give them a supply of warm winter 
fur.  Another is that this is when the 
Beavers are busy preparing for the 
winter before the rivers freeze.  
 CMFA activities are on our website 
www.cmfa.co.uk and also on Facebook.
Veronica Hargreaves
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BILL’S QUALITY METALWORK 
5 GREENFIELD ROAD, CRAVEN ARMS, SY7 9QU 

Manufacturing Made to Measure Gates and Railings 
~Balconies and Staircases, Handrails, Carports, 

Structural Steelwork and Mobile Welding Service. 
Phone Bill on 07973 248 016 or 01588 673 914 

Office for a free quote

Come and see us at our riverside offi  ces located in the heart of Bewdley at 
18 Severn side South.

With over 30 years’ experience, Mandy and her team off er a personal and 
professional service  specialising in will drafting, lasting powers of attorney, 
deputyship applications and probate.

Contact Mandy Weston Phone 01299 405873 Mobile 07931 411733

Email enquiries@westonswillsandprobate.co.uk Website www.westonswillsandprobate.co.uk

Address 18 Severnside South, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2DX

Previous clients feedback has included the following comments:
“I’ve used Mandy at Westons Wills and Probate numerous times over 
recent years covering all aspects of her expertise. Her guidance on the way 
forward and solutions to issues that she has suggested has been excellent. 
She is extremely communicative and responsive, and handles diffi  cult 
situations with compassion and empathy. I have happily and confi dently 
recommended her services to everyone I know that would benefi t from her 
services.”

“Mandy Weston of Westons Wills and Probate is a very professional and 
knowledgeable person. She has now become my ‘go to’ legal adviser 
and has taken on many legal tasks for me and my family. Wills, Probate, 
Inheritance Tax and Powers of Attorney. I trust her judgement and 
experience to act in mine and my family’s best interest. I would highly 
recommend her legal services to anyone.”
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01299 271 680
36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Masquerade

Soft furnishing and 
Interior Design Services Carole Clayton  -  Funeral 

Celebrant 
07971 543790. -  01584 890007 
www.preciousmemoriescelebrant.net 

Local, Qualified and Insured 
For a personal, bespoke service to 
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Comfortable and spacious pens for single or double occupancy
fully licenced by Shropshire Council

visit our website: www.purrrfectca ery.co.uk

Contact us on: 01299 270565 or mobile: 07968 111415

Or email: enquiries@purrrfectca ery.co.uk

DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER/JANUARY CLARION :   OCTOBER 22ND
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury Mortimer, 

Shropshire, DY 14 8PA
Tel: 01299 270642Mobile: 07410 977 212 E:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk

Web: www.cleobury clarion.co.uk
Printed by Badger Print. Tel: 01952 730511

———————
Collect your Clarion in Cleobury from: Select & Save, Londis, Cleoburrs, 

Cleobury Cafe, Severn Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Purslows, The 
Library.

And out in the county:
Heath Farm Meats,  Clee Hill Stores, Clows Top Store, The Colliers Cafe, Sun & 
Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Ludlow Library; Mahorall Cider 

Farm; Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon; Duck Inn, Chorley; Live & Let Live, Neen Sollars; 
Eagle & Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, Kinlet.

Also from the parish churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington, 
Hopton Wafers, Neen Savage and Neen Sollars.

—————————————————————————————————————

Clarion Clippings    The Local News
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Comfortable and spacious pens for single or double occupancy 
fully licenced by Shropshire Council 

 

visit our website: www.purrrfectcattery.co.uk 

Contact us on: 01299 270565 or mobile: 07968 111415 

Or email: enquiries@purrrfectcattery.co.uk 
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Collect your Clarion in Cleobury from: Select & Save, Londis, Cleoburrs, 

Cleobury Cafe, Severn Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Purslows, The 
Library.

And out in the county:
Heath Farm Meats,  Clee Hill Stores, Clows Top Store, The Colliers Cafe, Sun & 
Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Ludlow Library; Mahorall Cider 

Farm; Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon; Duck Inn, Chorley; Live & Let Live, Neen Sollars; 
Eagle & Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, Kinlet.

Also from the parish churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington, 
Hopton Wafers, Neen Savage and Neen Sollars.

—————————————————————————————————————
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Come along!

Coffee morning 

on Friday 13th 

October 2023
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Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 

Florist for all occasions, specialising in wedding and 
funeral flowers 

Winner of the Matrimony Award 2020 Best Wedding Florist
Nominated for 2021 Matrimony Awards

  
Christmas workshops available

Email:clairebradley1@icloud.com
01299 270415 or 07980 580770

CARTERER’R’S ANTIQUESESS

We are looking to purchase all manner of 
an ques, jewellery, coins, medals 

and curiosi es.

For a free valua ons kindly telephone
John Carter: 07779 311792

Or email: johnbarney743@gmail.com
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Family run business of 30 years, call us for a free no 
obliga on quote

Finance available, buy now and pay later

5 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Phone: 01562 822855 – Email: sales@twshq.com

THE SHOE BOX NEWS 
Hi, people who know of Carolyn and me, I’m sorry to say that we shall have to relinquish 
our role as supporters of the Teddy Trust and the Shoebox appeal.  It’s been a hard decision, 
but I have decided to spend more time at home and focus on other issues.
We have met so many fine people during our involvement with these two charities, that it’ll 
be a wrench to stop this work, but needs must. We have decided that this will be our last 
year, so I will try to find people to take on our various roles. Many thanks to all who have 
helped the cause.
Regards from Keith and Carolyn Balmer.  Happy Christmas and a happy new year.
Ps if you might be interested in helping either of these causes then give me a call via my e 
mail:mbalmeruk@gmail.com
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TENBURY APPLEFEST
In the 43 years my family has lived here, we had 
never been to Tenbury’s Applefest and whatever 
title it used before. As a group of people who 
love apples, that was a sad omission living so 
near to the ‘Town in an Orchard”. So on October 
7th my lady love and I set out to remedy the 
matter. After all, there had been posters galore to 
remind us of time, date and place.
  There was a slight delay when we arrived in 
the attractive town of Tenbury Wells to find no 
clear signs to the event. Fine if you knew just 
where The Burgage was, but it took a tour of the 
place before we turned into the car park across 
the road from the Regal Theatre and there were 
signs! It’s OK if you live in the place, but not so 
good for visitors.
   The Burgage is an open space  bordered by the 
River Teme and it was full of stalls offering a 
wide range of local produce and other novelties.
Steve Goodison’s Twitt Twoo was busy showing 
birds of prey off and not far away was a 
selection of vintage and classic cars. I was taken 
by the 1929 Rolls Royce originally supplied to 
Sir Malcolm Campbell when he was a mere 
Major in the army. It was obviously designed to 
impress, sitting on huge wheels with a double 
dickie seat behind the driver and passenger 
seats.
   Next to it was a real discovery for Tina and I, 
who spent much time at the National Motor 
Museum in an unsuccessful search for an 
Armstrong Siddeley that she remembered from 
youthful days in Ireland. No luck at Gaydon, but 
here was a graceful, sleek example in The 
Burgage!

  Jim Davies, father of Nick and co-founder of 
Hobson’s Brewery, was offering a mixture of 
goods sold under the Chamber of Trade banner 
to benefit local charities. He reckoned that the 
Chamber did not have a great effect on the town, 
which has always impressed me as a place 
where they can get things done. The Regal 
Theatre is a good example of that, but listening 
to Parish Councillors saying there was nothing 
they could do to control errant school children 
years ago was a bad one. We moved our chat on, 
to agree that the family firm has been a great 
success under Nick’s guidance. 
   Nearby  we found a range of cider makers 
offering a taste or something larger if you 
weren’t driving. Even more people seemed to be 
offering gins of all flavours, whereas apples in 
Tenbury Wells seems to mean an apple product; 
long live that habit. Local product Robinson’s 
was one of the day’s sponsors.

    Dominating one of the fruit display areas was 
a large marquee with a show of the apples you 
could buy on the day, or learn about the range of 
trees that Frank P Matthews offer. I couldn’t 
resist picking a big bag of different types and 
carried them home, to savour a couple and then 
make up a selection on a dish to present to my 
family. Within less than two hours the dish came 
back empty, a sure sign of success. Applefest is a 
g r e a t e v e n t ; p i t y a b o u t t h e i n - t o w n 
signposting….                                  Jim Reynolds
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Paul Harding                         Tree Services

Hollywaste Holiday Lets
Our 2 bedroom (ensuite) co age, sleeps up to 6 adults, situated in Hollywaste, Cleobury Mor mer. Fully equipped kitchen, 

open plan living room with log burner, dining area and downstairs WC.  Includes Freesat and fast WiFi.  There are enclosed & open 
decking areas outside, to take advantage of the beau ful countryside views, and a grassed area for outdoor games.

Open all year round and welcomes adults, children, 1 large dog or up to 2 small dogs

Discount of 10% available for locals simply quote “keepitlocal” at the checkout

Events we can accommodate:
Stayca ons, Pamper weekends , Shoo ng weekends , Wedding venue, Minimoon stays, Stargazing weekends, 

Cookery weekends & events, Camping and caravan pitches are also available!
If you're interested in hiring our space or land for any event and me frame.

Tel: 07962 151322  Email: hollywasteholidaylets@gmail.com FB: h ps://www.facebook.com/HollywasteHolidayCo age

Website: h ps://hollywasteholidaylets.squarespace.com for more informa on

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE 

Providing a thorough nail and foot 
care treatment in the comfort of your 

own home.

Registered and insured practitioner.

STACEY WILLIAMS FHP Dip  RFHP 

07794 022 618
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Rachel Siddall  DipCFHP, MPSPract

Footcare in the privacy of your own 
home:

Nail trimming
Ingrowing toenails
Corn removal
Thickening nails
Callus reduc on 
Verruca treatment 
Diabe c foot care

Foot Health
Prac oner

07478 007913

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

We have a great range of stock! Competitive prices AND We are open 7 days 
Pop inside before you pop online!  
18 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer 
Tel: 01299 489590 
Email: cleoburrs.onthehighstreet@gmail.com 

Like our Facebook page CLEOBURRS

CARDS, GIFTS, HOMEWARE, HARDWARE AND 
EVERYDAY ESSENTIALS! 
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com

♦

16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster 
DY14 8BX 

Tel: 01299 270012
Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com 

♦
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A M Plumbing & Heating

*General plumbing

*Bathrooms

*Hot water cylinders

*Central hea ng

*O ec approved

*Oil boilers

*Servicing

*Power flushing

Call Today: 07565 181554

 
 

 
 

Building &  
Carpentry Services 

 
Tel - 07752 463 651 

Email - hurleyhomesltd@outlook.com 
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MRS GRUMPY

It's true!. Rishi Sunak reads Mrs G! He has 
finally taken my advice and scrapped the rest 
of the HS2 white elephant. The section to 
Birmingham will go ahead and it is claimed 
that this will run all the way into Euston 
although there seems to be some doubt about 
the funding for that bit. Perhaps there will be a 
sponsorship deal: 'Welcome to Betfair Euston' 
or something similar. Still there might be a 
silver(ish) lining to this cloud as the 
government has said that they would now 
'fully fund' the Shrewsbury North West Relief 
Road, thus extracting Shropshire Council from 
the deep financial hole they have dug 
themselves over this shambolic plan. This is 
now due to go for planning approval on 
October 31st but although the Environment  
Agency has said that no tests for potential 
effects on water quality were needed 'at 
present', there may still be 'issues' down the 
line....All this after Shropshire Council voted in 
favour of looking at the possibility of a £95 
million loan to fund the scheme only to find 
out it was all a mistake as they had been given 
an early and incorrect draft of the supporting 
documentation. Shame nobody noticed until 
after the vote...
   The latest take on the Mullers site says that it 
is being bought by a company making wooden 
s t a i r c a s e s t h a t i s r e l o c a t i n g f r o m 
Wolverhampton. However, as water and wood 
don't mix too well, they will have to fix the roof 
first...
  The Trans wars seem to have taken a slightly 
more sensible turn with Rishi stating that 'man 
is man and woman is woman' which I think 
that most people suspected all along. Cue 
predictable outrage from the usual suspects. 
Interestingly, these groups were well 
represented in the recent demonstrations 
urging support for Gaza. This despite the fact 
that, if they lived there, they would probably 
have been chucked off a roof in short order  
because of their sexuality.   
   Will Keir also get off of the fence and show a 
bit of leadership on this as well? More news on 
this subject as the results of the 2021 Census are 

being revisited. It appeared that around 0.5% of 
the population (1 in 200) identified as non 
binary which did seem a lot. Apparently the 
relevant question was so badly worded that it 
confused many recipients, especially those for 
whom English was not their first language who 
were statistically over represented in that 
figure. This has probably resulted in an over 
estimate of the true number so we shall see if 
an amended figure appears in due course.  
  Water companies monitor sewage spills 
(around 800 per day last year) but refuse to 
release the figures saying that it might lead to 
media outlets 'drawing conclusions that the 
data may or not support'. This sounds like an 
admission that the data would indeed support 
the obvious conclusions. They are allowed to 
release sewage from storm overflows in the 
case of heavy rain but it would appear that 
'dry' spills are occurring even when it isn't 
raining. Never mind, it hasn't stopped bosses 
getting bonuses despite failing to meet leakage 
targets. They are also allowed to increase our 
bills to cover their costs - £88 million this year 
in the case of Severn Trent. However, you will 
be pleased to know that Liv Garfield, the ST 
Chief Executive, shares our pain about price 
rises although I suspect she doesn't hurt quite 
as much as the rest of us given that her salary is 
nearly £4 million a year (plus bonuses...).
  I keep hearing boasts from West Mercia police 
that they have more officers than ever before. 
All good stuff but it does beg the question: 
where are they? Our local policing team should 
consist of one PC and three PCSO's. At the time 
of writing, it actually consists of one PCSO... 
The Sergeant has also moved on so what is 
going on? Numbers are all very well but what 
is the life experience of many new recruits? If 
they are fresh from University, I am worried 
that they will have fainting fits and need 
counselling if anyone disagrees with them or is 
less than polite.  After all, you can't just cancel 
members of the public however much you 
might want to... 
Ariadne J Grumpy
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HIS & HERS
Dog Grooming Parlour

All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

S. L. CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER

TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

More Clarion Smalls

Washing Machine 
Repairs and Sales 

JULIAN BREAKWELL 
Telephone 07791 633 746 

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and 

Hotpoint 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FIXED LABOUR COST

“Forest schools”
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FESTIVE MARKET
Good neighbourly behaviour fits the season as 
Farlow and Oreton Hall combine with the nearby 
Melville Chapel to present their Festive Market on  
Saturday the 11th. Starts at 10.00 and will run 
through to 2.00 with crafts, gifts and produce 
stalls plus refreshments, cakes and a raffle maybe 
win you a prize. All proceeds will be shared 
between the two halls.

REMEMBRANCE  DAY 
ARRANGEMENTS

Our thanks to Paul Serrell-Cooke, chairman of 
the Cleobury Mortimer branch of the Royal 
British Legion, for the details for the weekend of 
Remembrance.
Saturday November 11th:
Members of the Cleobury Mortimer Branch of the 
Royal British Legion will observe a two minutes 
silence at the Memorial Garden, St Mary’s Church 
on Saturday 11th November at 11.00 o’clock.
Sunday November 12th:
Members of Royal British Legion will lead the 
Remembrance Day Parade from the Talbot Car 
Park, down the High Street to come to rest 
opposite the Memorial Garden.  Those taking part 
in the parade will be gathering in the Talbot Car 
Park from 10.30 a.m. to be ready to march at 10.45 
a.m..  
  Mrs Clarissa Daly, Deputy Lieutenant of the 
County, will be in attendance and will march with 
the parade before laying the first of the wreaths in 
the Memorial Garden. Once the wreaths have 
been laid there will be a Remembrance Service in 
St Mary’s Church.

WEARING IT PINK AT THE 
PHARMACY

The friendly ladies who run the counter service at 
the Cleobury Pharmacy got together on Friday 
October 20th got their heads together and a bright 
pink range of garments to promote the “Wear It 
Pink” fund raising in support of cancer research. 
They had a cake sale and a Guess The Baby 
competition with a lot of smiles and laughs along 
the way. The result was £350 raised by the 23rd 
and the money was still coming in when we last 
heard from them.
  Such a kind thought from them all, and they 
must know what a number of their customers are 
going through to be in need of their attention..

What a pity we can only offer a photo in black 
and white in the printed Clarion to give you the 

pharmacy staff at their best.

ADAM’S FUNDRAISING
My final fundraiser for my 2024 adventure to 
Kenya with Camp International is nearly here. I 
need to raise at least £4,000 to cover the costs to 
support the valuable project work I will. Be taking 
part in. 
   A Family Fun Christmas Fair with craft stalls 
selling Christmas gifts  along with traditional type 
stalls takes place at Kinlet Village Hall on Sunday 
December  from 11.00 to 5.00pm. The Lucky 
number will be drawn with a prize of £50 for the 
winner.
  Grand Prize Draw takes place at 4.00, with lots 
of amazing prizes to be won. If you have not 
bought your tickets yet, please hurry.
  For further details on any of the above, please 
contact Rachael on 01299 841032 or 07715 030 510.  
   Thank you everyone for your help in supporting 
my journey.
   Adam Ponsford aged 14
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Rou ne & Emergency emptying of Domes c & Commercial:

SEPTIC TANKS

TREATMENT PLANTS

ALL SEWAGE SYSTEMS

BLOCKAGE CLEARANCE

GREASE TRAPS
Throughout Herefordshire, Shropshire  & Worcestershire.  

Call us now for your free quote.

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING
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E.PURSLOW & SO  LTD 
Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies 

Approved Coal Merchant 
Calor Gas Stockists 

Tarmacadam Specialists 
Car Parks and Driveways 

Constructed. 
TEL: 01299 270314

TOTAL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

Fireplaces built for mul fuel burning stoves,
Plastering, Building & General Maintenance

Rob Taylor
    Mobile: 07944 074540             Landline:01299 832734

Email@ rptbuilding@hotmail.co.uk
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50 YEARS AND STILL NOT SLOW
John Brazier is best known locally as a notable 
accountant, currently based at what used to be 
The Three Horseshoes pub at Number 53 in the 
High Street. The business title there is now 
Mortimer Childe Accounting, very professional 
and smart in their presentation, with a friendly 
staff who make callers feel welcome.
   The man behind this operation has what some 
might consider a dark side, a long term rally 
driver with a good record in the 50 years he’s 
been competing. Sitting alongside him as they 
make a less than gentle progress down forest 
and mountain tracks is son Damian Bird, an 
experienced navigator with the capacity to read 
the notes without getting worried about speed. 
A man who can do a calm job with the car flying 
over jumps and sliding sideways down tracks 
has to be rather special.
  On November 23rd they’ll be leaving 
Carmarthen with five days of the Roger Albert 
Clark Rally ahead of them. This UK Historic 
Rally event commemorates the career of one of 
Britain’s outstanding drivers, who drove a Ford 
Escort. The cars must be Pre 1986 and have two 
wheel drive. John and Damian will be in an 
Escort, very special with its 2.0 litre Cosworth 
BDA engine and running gear to match. And 
they’ve only driven it once before…
   The Rally includes 350 miles of timed stages, 
the longest of them rounding the week off with 
a 37 mile timed stretch, having visited Welsh 
forests, Kielder and the Lake District before 
ending in Carlisle. It’s a very serious event, with 
180 crews entered, including the best drivers 
from the UK classic rally scene and several 
c o m p e t i t o r s i n t h e c u r r e n t Wo r l d 
Championship.
   John’s competition carer started in 1973 in a 
Sunbeam Imp Sport that never failed to finish 
an event. He clearly learned that old 
competition maxim as a young man: “To finish 
first, you must first finish.” He progressed 
through a Vauxhall Astra that went well and 
finished high enough in a series to earn him a 
drive in the full-blown RAC Rally amongst the 
professionals. On through a Peugeot 205 to a 
Subaru Impreza, that he gave me a ride in; my 
lips are sealed on the matter of how fast the 
Scoobydoo could accelerate, but I can tell you as 
a part-time bike journalist who occasionally did 

test rides on drag bikes, it was damned quick. 
His regular competition career reached its peak 
with a Mitsubishi Evo, a vehicle one local chap 
bought, enjoyed immensely and sold before 
temptation managed to cost him his licence.
   Does that make John sound like a road hog? 
He’s certainly not and like most drivers with a 
competition background he’s smooth and gentle 
in his everyday driving. But in 1993 he won his 
class in the National Championship and at one 
stage led his class in the RAC Rally when it was 
a World Championship event. He points out 
that Damian has a 100 percent finishing record 
in competition, including the two of them 
finishing third in class in the Ulster 
International event. All this with a sense of 
humour, John suggesting that Damian’s record 
is down to the Iron Bru socks he wears!

Ready for whatever the weather and British 
countryside throws at them on the long trek 

north. Damian on the left, John right.
   The Clarion will have gone to print by the 
time the rally is over, so we won’t be able to tell 
how the adventure ended until next year. But 
we hope you’ll join their families and friends in 
wishing them a safe, swift and successful drive.
   And if anyone dares to tell you that 
accountants are always boring, tell them about 
this 70 year old who celebrated his birthday 
with an extreme reminder of his old rallying 
habit. And if that doesn’t convince them, we’ll 
ask John if he could give them a demonstration 
at one of the rally training courses.

Jim Reynolds
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Love to Learn – Learn to Love 

 Outdoor play areas     •  Small family atmosphere 
 Kind – Inspire – urturing – Learning – Eco-friendly -Teamwork 

www.kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk  admin@kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk 
Telephone: 01299 841210 

 

KINLET
BOOK YOUR
MOT WITH US
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N.R. Evans Landscaping

Email: nrevansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com
Call for a chat on 07535 902847

Facebook: N.R.Evans Garden Maintenance 

Grass cu ng 

Strimming

hedge cu ng

garden and site clearance

domes c and commercial customers welcome

Fencing, including:
Panel fencing
Post and rail fencing
Picket fencing
Stock fencing
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR

Independent Financial Advice?

Consequential Planning are your local independent financial advisers. We have a highly 

qualified team with extensive experience in all aspects of financial planning. We can  

offer help and advice on investments, pensions, protection and mortgages.

Telephone 01299 407128  

to arrange a free financial review or visit:

www.cnsq.co.uk

FI
ND US O

N

R
A

T

E
D

 E X C E L L E N
T

Call me now to find out how I can help

07966366505

Do you have a Will? Never managed to get it 
written?

I’m Stephanie
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The Worcestershire Chimney Sweep
Tradi onal & Power Sweeping Services 
Cer fied Chimney Sweep 
Insurance Recognised cer ficate issued 

M: 07752 116629     T: 01584 781358     E: lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk

A safe and easy to use alterna ve for logs for both wood stoves and open fires

buy online at www.burningblocks.co.uk

Easy to light / roaring fire in under 5 mins
Easy to stack / 10kg packs 
High heat / similar to coal on output
Each brique e lasts over an hour 
Low moisture / 8% moisture maximum
Store undercover

Discount for local 
delivery quote: 

“family10” at the
checkout

UK wide 
delivery available,

aprox. 2 days

For more informa on:
Email: burningblocks@gmail.com Website: www.burningblocks.co.uk FB: h ps://www.facebook.com/burningblocksbrique es
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SOLAR PV

EV CHARGERS

AIR SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS

GROUND SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS

BATTERIES

VENTILATION

UNDERFLOOR
HEATING

RADIATORS

With over 130 years combined experience, we are keen to help
with all your energy enquiries and deliver impartial advice.
Totally free desktop quotes for Solar PV and Heat Pump systems
completely unique to your property to show you exactly how
much you could save. 
Self-consumption gadgets to help you utilise all of your generated
energy. Whether its a Smart Electric Car Charger, Immersion
Diverters or Battery Storage Units, we can help you become more
independent from the grid. 
Ensure your heating is as efficient as possible, through underfloor
heating installation, radiator upgrades and smart hot water
cylinders. 
Advice on all Government Grants and Incentives. 
Local support with annual servicing through our in-house EZCare
package.

EnergyZone is one of the largest renewable energy companies in the
Midlands, having provided domestic and commercial sustainable
energy solutions for over 20 years. 
Based next to Hobsons Brewery in Cleobury Mortimer, we are your
local experts in renewable and low carbon energy. 
 
The current energy crisis has been incredibly eye-opening as we
come to realise how reliant we are on other countries for fuel.
Wouldn't it be nice to become more independent and less reliant on
the volatile energy prices... well, that's where we can help!
 
What can EnergyZone Offer? 

About usOur Services

01299 270011

sales@energyzone.co.uk

For your peace of mind, EnergyZone has the following accreditations:

Get in touch today to start renewing your energy!
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Community Contacts for Clarion Readers
CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CLEOBURY DENTAL PRACTICE 01299 271747 www.cleoburydental.co.uk  

CLEOBURY CARERS Michelle 01743 341995 carerssupport@shropshire.gov.uk 

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE 
COMMUNITIES Katja Jones 07966 080111 Tuesday and Thursday at the Medical Centre

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY 01299 272301 Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri and 10 to 1 Sat.

LOCAL POLICE PC Wayne Strangwood 07773 054 587 wayne.strangwood@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES Fiona McCallum 07805 737 555 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Lowri Hughes
cleoburybeavers@gmail.com  

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report 
any crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE 0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL Kim 01299 272732 markethall@cleobury.org.uk 

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service.

SHROP DOC 111 Service available evenings and weekends

THE MEN’S SHED Pete Blackburn 07776 243 584 petblack@me.com 

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers 
prescriptions

ST ELIZABETH’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH Angela Flowers 01299 270318 Sunday Mass at 9.00am

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary Abbiss 01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL Clerk Dorothy 
McBride

01299 271154 Cleobury Country Centre 9 to 2 pm, Mon to Fri. 
www.cleobury.org.uk. Council meets in the Centre 
on the first Monday of the month

POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Select and Save Grocery Store, Church 
Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk 

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH 
FORUM 01584 874922

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME 01299 666119 Mandy Smith

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30
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THE NOVEMBER SOCIAL CALENDAR

Wed 1st. DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS EMPTIED TODAY
   6.00 Late Night at the Food Bank in the Market Hall.
   7.30. The Photography Club meet at the Market Hall.

                7.30. Whist Drive tat Doddington Village Hall.
Thu 2nd  10.00. Rock Pathfinders walk out from Church Lane lay-by, Far Forest, DY14 9TP  PAGE 26
Tue. 7th. 2.00 Carer Support Group meet at St Mary’s Pace, Love Lane. 01743 341995
Wed.8th GREEN GARDEN RUBBISH BINS EMPTIED TODAY

    10.00 Walking for Health start the day from the Market Hall.
    10.00 CoCo Coffee Morning at the Market Hall. Good company, great value.

                12.30 Soup lunch, Melville Chapel, Farlow. PAGE 11
Fri 10th 7.30 At the Parish Church, Dr Mark Baldwin tells the life story of Simon Evans. PAGE 9
              8.00  Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall.
Sat 11th 10.00 Festive Market at Farlow and Oreton Hall, combined with Melville Chapel.PAGE 45

  11.00 Royal British Legion members gather at the War Memorial for two minutes silence.
Sun.12th Remembrance Sunday, when the town falls silent in memory of those lost.
Wed 15th DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS EMPTIED TODAY

    7.30 The Photography Club meet at the Market Hall.
                 7.30. Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.
Thu 16th 10.00 Rock Pathfinders walk from Stourport Farm Shop, Dudley Road PAGE 26
Sat. 18th 9.00 Cleobury Country Farmers’ Market at the Parish Church. 

  1000. Town Councillors present to discuss matters, in the Market Hall PAGE 63
    7.30 Flicks In The Sticks presents ‘Juniper’. £5 entry. Bar, tea, coffee and cake. PAGE 11

Mon 20th 7.30 The Reading Group gather at the library to discuss ‘Brave New World’. PAGE 9
Wed. 22nd  GREEN GARDEN RUBBISH BINS EMPTIED TODAY

      10.00 Walking for Health step out once more from the Parish church PAGE 26
       10.00 CoCo Coffee Morning, in the Market Hall.

Fri. 24th  8.00  Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall
Sat 25th 11.00 Severn Hospice Christmas Fair, Broome Park Farm, Catherton Road PAGE 13
               2.30 St Johns Christmas Fair, Village Hall, Doddington. PAGE 13
               7.30 Guitarist Ben Robertson performs folk music at the Parish Hall PAGE 9
Mon 27th 7.00. Bowling Club AGM, in the clubhouse.

     7.30. The Nearly Dead Poets Society meet at the library, to listen and laugh.
Wed 29th. DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS EMPTIED TODAY

    7.30  The Photography Club have a Rain Night Photography event. Brave!
AND LOOKING FORWARD TO DECEMBER…
Sat  2nd. 10.30. Nearly New Clothes Sale, Cleeton St Mary Village Hall. PAGE 15
Mon. 4th  The Editor is VERY OLD today. No gifts, just sympathy please.
                 5.00  Christmas Lights switched on by Father Christmas in the town centre
Wed 6th. GREEN GARDEN RUBBISH BINS EMPTIED TODAY

   7.30 Photography Club Fun Awards Night, in the Market Hall.
                7.30 Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.
REGULAR EVENTS OF LOCAL INTEREST
Monday at 8.00. Bingo Night, in the Market Hall.
Tuesday at 2.00. Friendship Club meet at the Parish Hall.
Thursday at 11.00. Drop-in Morning, Parish Church. Take tea and share a quiet chat.
                    2.00 Tina Hobin’s Exercise for the Mature, St Mary’s Place, Love Lane.

       7.30. Tina Hobin’s Ancient Egyptian Dance and good health. In the Market Hall.

IS YOUR LOCAL EVENT NOT ON THIS BUSY PAGE?
CONTACT THE EDITOR ON 01299 270642
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It has been a couple of months since the last 
edition of Beat The Scammers but naturally it 
was not 2 months off for the scum that prey 
on the innocent and the vulnerable. So we are 
back with the same resolve to inform and 
educate and if at all possible, save someone 
from the misery of loss. 
For a long time, the focus has been on 
protection of the more mature community 
that these pages reach out to. But we must not 
forget the younger members of our society. 
They are our children, our grandchildren and 
in many cases our great grandchildren. In 
youth we all remember how we liked to 
experiment, try something new and who does 
not remember thinking that we knew better 
than our elders. 
There are some aspects of life where failure to 
heed the warnings can have a catastrophic 
impact on our future, whatever age we are. 
This is where we turn to youth to help some 
of us understand the more complex issues of 
using modern technology. 
We learn that over half of all crime committed 
these days is online fraud which is growing. 
The fraudsters sit comfortably behind their 
computer screens, in many cases in different 
countries or different continents. Law 
enforcement in other cultures is maybe not as 
effective as in our country, so the best way to 
defeat these criminals is to be aware of the 
techniques, look out for them and not be 
drawn into devious webs. 
There are measures that can and should be 
taken to stop most fraud although the very 
most sophisticated of frauds may still be 
successful. Worcester University has launched 
a campaign to raise awareness and have 
called it 3 Steps to Protect. 
It is recognised that many more mature 
members of the community find some of the 
technological changes very challenging, but 
this is where our younger members of the 
community, our children 

and grandchildren can play a part in helping 
protect their grandparents. 
There are three easy steps to follow that they 
can help others to enhance their online 
security. By online, I don’t just mean, those 
who use smart mobile phones or tablets, even 
if it just for emails or staying in touch. But 
even the landline phone which is often a 
lifeline for elderly people can be a target for 
scammers. 
The simple steps apply to anyone who has 
more than just a landline phone at home, 
while even the last step applies to anyone in 
any situation, no matter how they live their 
lives. 
STRONG PASSWORDS 
Use strong passwords for any online access. 
Perhaps 3 random words with numbers and 
at least one special character. Try not to use 
the same password for different things. 
2 STEP VERIFICATION (2SV) 
There is a process that most major suppliers 
of online services recommend now. It is called 
2 Step Verification. When you sign up for a 
service the provider will ask for an associated 
mobile number owned by you and send a text 
to that number every time you log on. You 
must respond to that text to verify it is you 
and not someone impersonating you. 
STOP AND THINK 
Stop and Think. This is something I have 
encouraged in the past. Do not be bullied into 
acting if you are unsure of an unsolicited 
approach. If possible, ask for the caller’s 
number and say you will call back. If you 
have a number your Bank or someone has 
given you, use that to call back on. A genuine 
person will understand your reluctance until 
you are sure that the person contacting you is 
as they say. This applies to even a call to your 
home landline. 
Stay Protected, Stay Safe 
Nigel Reid
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CLEOBURY SEAFOOD & FREEZER CENTRE
6 Newhouse Farm - Tenbury Road - Cleobury Mortimer

01299 271345
Ready Meals
We stock a wide range of ready meals, from the ordinary to the extra ordinary !
Plus a range of Vegetarian, Gluten Free and Vegan meals.

Mr Dave’s
Meat, Chicken, Prawn and Vegetarian Balti, Madras Curry
Mr Dave’s extra large naan, plain and garlic & coriander.
Fish
Cod, Haddock, Plaice fillets, Sea bass, Lemon sole, Cod Loins, Smoked Haddock.
Battered & breaded fish fillets. Young’s Jumbo Cod Fish Fingers.(Very Popular)
Seafood
Raw king Prawns, Squid, , whitebait, cooked tiger prawns, scallops, seafood cocktail.
Hot & Spicy Prawns, Breaded Cod & Plaice Goujons

New Fish Cakes Thai Style Cod & Prawn, Smoked Haddock, Mozzarella & Spring Onion,
Sea Bass, Cod, Lime & Ginger.
Fruit and Vegetables
Potato Products
Bannister Jacket Potatoes, Oven chips, Sweet Potato Fries Twister Fries, Hash Browns, Spicy Wedges

Chicken Products
Southern Fried Breaded Chicken Steaks, Breaded Chicken Goujons, Chicken Nuggets, Chicken
Bites.
Gateaux for all occasions
BENNETTS ICE CREAM

Opening Times   9am to 4.30pm Mon to Friday. Saturday 9am to 12
Visit our web site   www.cleoburyfreezercentre.co.uk

     

Rubber, Fibreglass & Felt
Re poin ng & Chimney Repairs
Fascias & Gu ering

Take advantage of our offer: Replace your flat roof Making EPDM (rubber) your 
choice for a long las ng, weatherproof & high slip resistant membrane, with a 

lifespan of 50 years, get it for the same price as felt, which only carries a 10 year 
guarantee!

Replace your flat roof with EPDM (rubber) & add a skylight or lantern, 
giving extra light to your room star ng from as li le as £400!!

Freephone 0800 0855277 * 07538 471274
Www.onestop roofing.co.uk
onestoproofinguk@gmail.com

Family business est. 35 years.
All repair work undertaken
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ANCHORS AWAY
Soft-Play, Cafe and Takeaway

Jessica and James Manley along with Dawn 
Broome and Nigel Williams have worked for 
the last two years creating ‘Anchors Away’ 
which opened its doors in September. A family 
affair, the place is a nautical theme which has 
been designed to allow us to offer a 
stimulatng, fun and secure place for children. 
Soft-play provides a fantastic opportunity for 
children of any age to challenge their physical, 
mental and social skills in a secure and 
enjoyable setting. There is a variety of 
equipment to use including two soft-play 
areas, one for toddlers and a larger three- 
tiered structure including a wavy slide, twister 
slide, rope bridge and ball pit, along with a 
small sports area to include football and 
basketball courts. The theme is enhanced by 
the wonderful murals painted by Hanah Beth 
Bailey. 
  The café and takeaway both sell hot and cold 
food seven days a week using local produce 
from Mawley Milk, Ashleys Bread and 
Andrew Francis butchers. 

Opening hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9am – 4pm 

Thursday,  Friday: 9am – 6pm 
Saturday: 10am – 4pm 

Sunday: 9am – 4pm 

  SEN sessions on a Sunday morning 9.00 til 
10.00am and Wednesday 2-4pm. This is 
something Jessica is passionate about having 
worked at The Wyre Forest School, so we 
hope to be able to offer more facilities/
equipment in the future. 

 
Party packages available to suit all budgets 
including exclusive hire if required. 
Find us at Unit 1, Newhouse Farm, Cleobury 
M o r t i m e r D Y 1 4 8 R D , E m a i l 
anchorsaway2022@outlook.com, Facebook, 
Tel: 01299 212514. Booking advisable for 
weekends and holidays.

h t t p s : / / B O O K W H E N . C O M /
ANCHORSAWAY22 

THE BORDERS CLASSIC 
BIKE SHOW

It didn’t draw the crowds we’ve seen before and 
there were only about 40 assorted bikes on 
display, but there was a good atmosphere about 
the place, old mates getting together over a 
breakfast or lunch and remembering old days.
   Colin Tolley was there, leading his friends on 
the AJS and Matchless Owners Club stand, and as 
the only club present they won the Chamber of 
Trade ‘Chamber Pot’ award. Colin collected it. 
Then a BMW won Best European and it was 
Colin’s posh bike, so he received that award as 
well. The the AJS and Matchless club, bless them, 
had donated an award for the best example of that 
old London-based company’s breed and guess 
who won that as well. We got very close to 
charging him rent because he spent so much time 
up on the stage with awards in his hands. To be 
fair to him, it must be said that he looked 
embarrassed and did blush quite a lot. 
   The usually noisy firing up of competition bikes 
produced a two-stroke Spanish Bultaco racer that 
gave out much noise and even more smoke in the 
competition for the SWATS (She Would 
Appreciate That Sound) trophy. Its only rival was 
a Honda that simply refused to start, so it was a 
European win by default. But the owner hadn’t 
entered the show and wasn’t about when the 
awards were announced, so we have one little 
replica going begging.
   The big award is the Visitors’ Favourite that the 
public vote for. It went to a pretty little Italian 
Campagnola by a big margin, an interesting result 
in a bike scene where normally the big boys are 
favourites. Not this time.
   By 4.00 o’clock it was all over and the stragglers 
loaded their vans or put on their helmets and 
headed for home. They’ll be back next year, but 
plans are afoot for a much bigger event. 
   When the dust had settled and the pennies 
counted, the day had produced a profit of £3800 
for the pupils of the school. And there’s another 
£30 to add to that for the French VeloSolex moped 
sold that will pay £30 commission for its sale to a 
regular visitor. Jim Reynolds
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Cleobury Community Hub 
Coffee Shop, Climb61, Youth Events   

Mondays - 9:30am-12:45pm, 2:30pm-8pm 
Tuesdays - 9:30am-12:45pm, 2:30pm-7:30pm 
Fridays - 9:30am-12:45pm, 2:30pm-5:30pm 

FOCUS ON: HAF - Warm Welcome and Soup Garden lunch 

Starting on the 6th November we will be hosting our soup lunches between 12pm-2pm, 
every Monday throughout November to February 2024. Our soups are made by an 
amazing group of volunteers and the bread is donated by wonderful people. This allows 
us to offer our lunches for free. If you would like to make a donation then please pay a 
drink forward for others to enjoy.


Our Warm Welcome is an offer that we are committed to. The Cleobury Community Hub 
is a multi-generational space that welcomes every single person that crosses the 
threshold of our doorway. This space is often used by those wanting to meet with friends, 
make new friends, finding a new space to “work from home”, enjoy a new sport in 
Bouldering and/or bring your little ones to enjoy our small soft play area. All whilst 
enjoying the *best coffee and milkshakes in Cleobury. Please stay as long as you want, 
there is no pressure at all, only opportunity to engage locally and be served by our 
incredible team of volunteers.

*we’re biased! 

Activities 
Rock Tots (0-5years): 	 	 Mondays: 10am-12pm - Soft Play, Introduction to 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 bouldering and a healthy snack lunch  (£6)

Kids Climbing Club (7s-11s):	 Mondays: 3:30pm-5pm (£6)

Adult/Family Social Climb: Mondays: 5:30pm-8pm (£4, £1 shoe hire) 
FREE Youth Drop-in: Tuesdays: 3:30pm-5:30pm

Adult/Family Social Climb: Tuesdays: 9:30am-7:30pm (£4, £1 shoe hire) 
Hub Youth: Wednesdays: 6:30pm-8pm followed by optional  	 	
	 	 	 	 	 Alpha (faith exploration) 8pm-9pm (£2)

Good Grief Café: 	 	 	 Thursdays: 1st Thurs (2pm), 3rd Thurs (7pm)

Ladies Night Bouldering: Thursdays: 1st Thurs - 6pm-8pm (£5.50)

Open Bouldering for all ages: Fridays: 9:30am-5:30pm (£3 child, £4 adult, £1 shoe 		
	 	 	 	 	 hire) 

@cleoburycommunityhub

@cleoburycommunityhub
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–

We were all shocked at the tragic death of a man in his 60’s at Furness Mill Fisheries on Friday 20

by Shropshire Council’s Ele

The date has been set for this year’s 
and join us in St Mary’s, where we will have 

ext Council Meeting…… Monday 
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Gym
Exercise Classes

Sports Hall
Outside Astro Pitch

Netball 
Tennis Courts

DOWNLOAD OUR APP




